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. - At Larissa’s grandma’s
- in Pennsylvania

Hi, we're Andrew and Larissa! We are so grateful to you for choosing to read our story and
learn more about us.

Andrew likes to say that God “ Amazon delivered” Larissa straight to his door. Larissa was attending
a Bible study at Andrew’s house in 2019, hosted by his roommate when he came out of his room to
take a break from studying. After seeing Larissa, Andrew decided to stick around and never went
back to studying. Much of our early relationship was during Covid, so we spent a lot of time going
on walks and watching movies. About a year after we started dating, Larissa’s whole family was in
Texas for Christmas, which doesn’t happen very often, so we decided to go ahead and get married,
planning and setting up a wedding in two weeks!




At our wedding

Andrew graduated from college a few
months before we got married in 2020,
and got a job as a software developer. He
has changed workplaces since, but still
has the same job title. Larissa graduated
from college in 2021, and started working
at a local nonprofit as the operations
specialist a few months later.

We have many extended family members
and friends who are adopted, or are
adoptive parents. Larissa’'s immediate
family fostered a child for about a year
when she was a child, and because of
this, she has always felt called to adopt.
Adoption has been a conversation for us
from the beginning of our relationship
and we have watched God work in our
lives throughout our entire relationship
to prepare us to welcome a child into our
hearts and home.
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Andrew feeding
one of our chickens



He loves to spend time outside with our
chickens and our cat or doing yard work. He
is always down to make my homesteading
dreams come true. He has built a compost
bin and a chicken run and has figured out a
sustainable way to feed our chickens using
up food scraps, so that nothing goes to
waste.

Andrew is thoughtful, respectful and
genuine in all of his relationships. He is a
caring, attentive husband, who I can't wait
to see as a father.

Andrew and Lola playing the piano
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A stuffd animal
Larissa crocheted




She likes to crochet gifts for people, whether
purses and tote bags for friends, or stuffed
animals for newborns, she always has a
project going. She enjoys reading, playing
video games, and tending to the garden.
She loves to travel, whether that's a short
day trip to go hiking, or heading over to
Europe to see her family and friends.

Larissa has a heart for children and taking
care of people, and I look forward to __ >
getting to see her as a mom. ' lv / I

Larissa with one of our chickens

Enjoying flowers on a walk close to our house




In-front of our house




We live in a three-bedroom, two-
bathroom, one-story home located on
Larissa’s grandparent’s farm. It is the house
that Larissa lived in until she was three. Our
favorite part of our house is our backyard.
We're so excited to play outside with a little
one. We spend a lot of our time outside
caring for our chickens, gardening, going
for walks on the property, and spending
time with Larissa’s grandparents who are
our closest neighbors and live about 200
yards from us.

We have a few other neighbors whom we
stop and talk to when we are on walks. It
is a very quiet, serene area, where you can
hear cows, chickens, and the train in the
distance. Mornings and evenings are our
favorite times to be outside, when we can
watch the sun rise or set over the trees.

We are 25 minutes from town, where
there are two hospitals, our offices, and
Andrew’s family.

Larissa attempting to crochet
with the chickens
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Larissa holding our cat Lola

Andrew with one of our chicks
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With Larissa’s family

Andrew's family, including his parents, younger sister, and grandpa, lives about thirty minutes
from us, and we spend time with them often enjoying dinner, games, movies, and sometimes
walks with their golden retriever.



We have extended family in Arkansas and
Pennsylvania, so we get to go on road
trips to visit them every year.

Larissa’s parents, older brother, younger
sister, and their kids all live in the Czech
Republic, where Larissa spent much of
her childhood. We get to see them a few
times every year for a few weeks at a
time. We fly there a couple times a year
and they usually come to us once a year.
It is always a fun adventure getting to go
see them and travel around Europe with
them, while we're visiting.

" We also have very good friends, from

At a baseball game with Andrew’s parents

college and high school, whom we
consider family and spend much of our
time with. There are seven of us in our
’ | core friend group; two married couples
and Andrew's good friend from high
school. One of the couples has a beautiful
infant at home.

§ I ' ' Our family and friends have been a great
- support to us in our decision to adopt.
They are all looking forward to having

another little one to love.




Andrew enjoys problem-solving,
whether that's finding a route
while bouldering or learning how
to program a video game. He also
likes to play video games, watch
movies, and work on cars with
friends. One of his favorite weekly
activities is singing in a barbershop
chorus with his dad.

Larissa loves to crochet, mostly gifts
for other people, but she has also
made a few things for herself. In
her new garden, she enjoys home
grown tomatoes and peppers. She
also enjoys reading in the sun and
doing puzzles.

On a nice evening walk




Together we enjoy going on walks and
hiking, caring for our chickens and our cat,
going to baseball games, and spending
time with family and friends, but our
favorite thing to do together is travel. We
love taking road trips, and in 2024, took
a trip to Pennsylvania to see family and
stopped in Arkansas, Tennessee, Kentucky,
and Ohio on the way — our goal is to visit
all fifty states as a family. We also enjoy
international travel and have been to the
Czech Republic, Germany, Austria, Slovenia,
and Ireland together.

We help lead worship together on Sunday
mornings at church; Larissa sings and
Andrew plays the piano. We each teach
Bible classes on Wednesday nights at
church; Larissa teaches 4th and 5th graders
and Andrew helps with the men's class.

Fancy coffee in Arkansas
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THANK

Thank you for taking the time to look at our book and learn
about us. We truly admire you and know that the decision you
are considering is hard, but one that is full of love.

We are so excited to bring a baby into our lives through
adoption and to share our love and home with them. They will
always know their story and their birth parents’ huge role in it.
We want to have an open, healthy relationship with the child’s
birth family, for the child’s whole life, one that will be good for
everyone involved. This would involve sending updates and
pictures, and hopefully meeting in person, but we will respect
the boundaries that the birth family chooses to set.
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We will love the child unconditionally and provide a safe,
nurturing home filled with joy, patience, and grace. We will care
for them in every way, emotionally, physically, and spiritually,
encouraging them to grow into the unique person God created
them to be.

With Love,

Aol 2 frse

WE ARE SO EXCITED TO BRING A BABY

INTO OUR LIVES THROUGH ADOPTION

AND TO SHARE OUR LOVE AND HOME
WITH THEM.




Aggieland Pregnancy Outreach, Inc.
www://pregnancyoutreach.org/
Phone: 979-764-6636
zena@pregnancyoutreach.org



